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Welcome to the Back to School Brain Boost: Inventor’s Edition!
This packet is designed to help your child review important skills in reading, math, and
science—while learning about Black inventors who’ve made a big impact on our
everyday lives. It’s meant to be fun, flexible, and easy to use at home.

✨ What’s Inside?
Activities aligned to your child’s grade level
PDF copy of the book Have You Thanked an Inventor Today? by Patrice McLaurin
Certificate of Completion

👋🏽 How to Use This Packet

🗂️ How to Get Started
1. Start with the book

 Start by reading your PDF copy of Have You Thanked an Inventor Today? together or
letting your child read independently.

Set up a work time
 Choose a quiet space. 20–30 minutes a day is plenty!

Let your child lead
 The packet is designed for independent work, but feel free to read directions aloud or
help get things started—especially for younger learners.

Use any materials you have for STEM activity

Encourage reflection
At the end of the packet, you’ll find a Family Reflection page. This is a special time for
your child to share what they learned, talk about their favorite parts, and even dream
up their own invention!

Celebrate at the end!
 When your child finishes the packet, fill out the certificate of completion together. It's a
great way to show how proud you are!

🧠 Skills Your Child Will Practice:
✔️ Addition, subtraction, and multiplication
 ✔️ Vocabulary development and context clues
 ✔️ Writing stories and friendly letters
 ✔️ Scientific investigation and reflection
 ✔️ Building and testing designs (STEM)

🔒 A Quick Note About This Packet
This learning packet and the book included are for personal or classroom use only. Please do not share, copy, or distribute this file to others. If someone you
know would like a copy, please direct them to the shop where you purchased it.
 Thank you for supporting original educational work and Black creators!



2nd Grade MATH DECODER 
Directions: Solve each math problem. Write your answer in
the blank space above the letter.
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Use Your Context Clues! 

 There are countless stars in the sky. 
a. many b. few 

 Most schools are full of outstanding scholars!

a. clocks b. students 

a. disobedient b. angry 

 A great invention often begins with a great idea! 
a. word b. book 

 Cats use their tongues to groom themselves. 
a. talk to b. clean 

If I work really hard, I can improve my grades
a. make better b. hurt 

c. anger 

c. clever

c. staplers 

 She pondered very carefully over how to solve the problem. 

a. walked b. read c. thought 

c. thought 

c. awesome

c. slow down 

Directions: Read each sentence. Use the words around the
underlined word to figure out what it means. Then choose
the answer that makes the most sense.

2. For instance, when your mom wakes you up for school, you’re sometimes a
little sleepy. 

a. example b. without c. picture 

 Creative people make the best inventors!



PAPER WEIGHT
(STEM ACTIVITY)

Directions:

1. Get 3 pieces of construction paper.

2. Roll one paper into a tube (this shape is called a cylinder) and tape
or glue it so it stays together.

3. Fold one paper into a triangle shape and tape or glue the edges to
hold it.

4. Fold one paper into a rectangle shape and tape or glue it together.

5. Carefully stack paperback books on top of each shape—one at a time—to see
which one holds the most weight.

6. Write down what you find on the Data Sheet.


